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Present:-  N. Dargan (Chairman for the Annual Parish Meeting) :  H. Spiers, C. Hammond, D. Middleton, K. 
Meeson, P. Bicknell, D. Goosen, K Parker (Parish Clerk)  
7 Members of The Public, including Speakers.   

 
Apologies: -    Apologies received from David & Tricia Hardy, Charlie Waterworth, Peter Richards, Ian Bowater (who 

provided a written report). 
   

ND welcomed everyone to the first “face to face” meeting following restrictions. 
 
1 Approve minutes of 2019 Annual Parish Meeting. HS proposed the 5th May 2021 minutes be approved, 

seconded by Phil BIcknell. The Minutes were approved by all councillors present. 
 

2 Parish Council Report for the year ending 31 March 2021. 
2.1 ND spoke of the many challenges and different ways of working that had happened in the past 12 months 

along with additional challenges, not least with the resignation of Simon Lawton as PC Chairman and Jayne 
Whitehurst the Parish Clerk and RFO.  ND thanked SL and JW for their service, highlighting SLs significant input 
with the Neighbourhood Plan and the Pavilion.  

2.2 ND welcomed the new Parish Clerk & RFO Karen Parker, introduced Hazel Spiers as the Vice Chairman and 
newly appointed Parish Councillor, Claire Hammond. He reported that the PC was now at full strength and 
thanked the whole team working together to ensure the smooth running of council business.  Adapting post 
Covid and using new opportunities to work differently by having working groups to help ensure business could 
be given swifter outcomes and we could move to close longer standing issues.  The PC planned to implement 
an overarching communications strategy, which would include better use of the website and social media to 
improve engagement with the community.  Lots of activity was planned and it was agreed that the PC felt 
positive moving forward. 

2.3 ND spoke about the achievements amongst the sports clubs in the village.  Claverdon RFC going unbeaten in 
the 2021/22 season. Claverdon Cricket had a ladies team for the first time.  A new “reserves” side for the 
football club and cups won my both sides.   

2.4 The PC has supported the Friends of Yarningale Common to encourage biodiversity and understood that there 
were lots of plans to expand and build on what had already been achieved. More details would follow in the 
report that had been submitted in the absence of Ian Bowater.   

2.5 Finally, ND felt it would be remiss of the PC not to acknowledge the passing of John Horner, who had not only 
been our Councillor but also a parishioner.  He had always generated much conversation about local issues 
and the village would miss him.  Thoughts were with his family at this sad time.  A one-minute silence was 
then observed.  
 

3 Parish Council Financial Report for the year ending 31 March 2022. – Karen Parker - Responsible Finance    
Officer (RFO) - A copy of the Parish Council accounts for the year ended 31st March 2022, is attached to the 
minutes.  More detail would be given at the AGM. 
  

4 The Stratford District Council Report was not provided by Councillor Richards until after the meeting. 
Attached to minutes.  
 

5 Village Groups and Organisations Reports 
 

5.1 Claverdon Football Club – Charlie Waterworth was unable to attend or send a report. 
5.2 Claverdon Primary School - Dan Powel.   Head Teacher.  
5.2.1 DP reported that the past year had been challenging for staff and pupils that they were now fully open and 

able to welcome parents and the community back into school.   The school currently had 208 pupils which 
was the largest number for several years.  The school had a maximum number of 210.  For the new school 
year, there had been 72 applicants, 37 first choice and 30 had been accepted, leaving 7 on a waiting list. 
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5.2.2 He reported that they had received a silver award with Unicef and were aiming for a gold for the coming year. 
5.2.3 There had been some changes to staff with Alex retiring after many years of service and they wished her well.  

Matt Tyler was the newly appointed Deputy Head and had lots of new ideas which DP would keep us informed 
of. 

5.2.4 The immediate focus was on the development of the curriculum but that they hoped to do more work with 
the community.  

5.2.5 There had been some changes to Governors leaving 3 vacancies but they had an Open Evening planned to try 
and encourage new applicants and get a broader balance. DP would send dates for inclusion in the minutes.   

5.2.6 A member of the public asked what proportion of applicants lived in the village.  DP would send numbers 
through for inclusion in the minutes.   

5.2.7 PB asked if the PC could help with community engagement.  DP responded that the school was tucked away 
in the village and that they want to be able to welcome people to go in i.e. reading, new families, local 
businesses.  DP felt that the Jubilee was a good opportunity to be more involved in the village. 

5.2.8 DP also reported that parking continued to be an issue but that they were working closely with parents to 
keep any disruption to a minimum. 
 

5.3 Neighbourhood Watch / CASE  - Les Edwards presented as follows: 
Claverdon Area Neighbourhood Watch scheme: 
Neighbourhood Watch is an organisation for people interested in working together alongside the Police to 
reduce crime and make the place in which they live a safer place. They do this by keeping an eye on their street 
or neighbourhood and reporting anything that seems suspicious.  
Back in the 80s when I first started as a Neighbourhood Watch coordinator and through the 90’s when I took 
over as Claverdon Area Beat Chairman there were monthly meetings with the police and paper documents 
would be handed out to coordinators for distribution to households within their local area. Now, the village 
bobby has disappeared from communities across the country and almost every police communication is online 
or over the phone.  
 
Neighbourhood Watch volunteers receive a monthly online magazine called Our News and have access to a 
Knowledge Hub offering more than 3,000 free online training sessions, covering subjects such as Coordinator 
Skills, Being An Active Bystander and Tackling Hate Crime. Despite these benefits, at the time of this report, 
only 17 parishioners had registered with the Claverdon Area Neighbourhood Watch scheme via website: 
www.ourwatch.org.uk 
 
Not everyone can use online technology so, to help keep all parishioners up to date, I write a monthly 
Newsletter for Claverdon’s Parish magazine. This contains the most recent reports on local incidents plus 
general warnings and relevant advice. 
Claverdon Community Speed Watch:  
Back in 2015 I set up a Community Speed Watch for Claverdon. I acquired all the equipment and hi viz jackets 
with financial assistance from Claverdon Parish Council, Stratford District Council and Stratford District 
Neighbourhood Watch. I arranged police training for 15 volunteers and we carried out a number of successful 
speed monitoring sessions. I hope to re-establish speed monitoring sessions this year by combining surviving 
initial volunteers with the recently trained Station Road group led by Daren Lightwood.  While we wait for the 
speed gun to be re-calibrated, we rely on the police to continue to carry out their own sporadic speed checks 
in Claverdon. 
CASE: 
I’m proud to have been and continue to be closely involved in the most successful crime prevention 
development within the parish - the CASE initiative. CASE Committee members – 10 at present - have access 
to four strategically located ANPR camera systems to review and pass on to the police details, images and 
videos of vehicles that have been involved in suspicious activities or incidents, as reported via dedicated 
WhatsApp phone groups.  
Over 150 members of the community support the CASE-related WhatsApp groups. Using these channels in a 
timely and correct way give the CASE team and the police a greater chance of protecting our local area and 
aiding investigations. The groups and their use are: 
•  KEP EMERGENCY CHANNEL - for urgent reports (after phoning the police on 999)  
•  CASE chat - for follow up and non-urgent reports (after phoning the police on 101).  
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Since the CASE scheme was implemented, criminal incidents have dramatically decreased within our protected 
area.  
 
My telephone number is shown inside the back cover of the Parish magazine in case anyone wants to speak 
to me with any concerns or if they need advice on anything related to crime or policing.  
 

5.4 CBHA – no representation this year 
 

5.5 Claverdon Tennis Club - Sarah Duck 
5.5.1 Sarah Duck gave an overview of the performance of the club during the past 12 months which included detail 

of membership numbers:  
 Adults Juniors 
October 2020 94 29 
January 2021 102 30 
September 2021 89 22 
May 2022 80 19 

 
The club acknowledged that they needed new members from all age ranges but especially juniors.  The club 
have ladies and mens teams that compete in local leagues, achieving good results.  The club competes in 
tournaments throughout the year and has regular social events.    
The LTA have seen an increase in court bookings but lots of members had moved to new clubs to enable them 
to play in the evenings where there was lighting.  Due to outside influences, the club are yet to celebrate their 
centenary but thanked the PC for their support.  The club feel strongly that the decline in numbers was due 
to the fact that both juniors and working adults are unable to play during the dark winter months.  

5.5.2 A member of the public stated although it was in the Parish News that anyone could have a trial but that there 
was no one to contact and you could only book a court if you were a member.  CD had managed to play 
against a potential member and felt that the system worked well.   SD responded that the courts could not 
be left unlocked but would add details in the Parish news of who to contact on a more regular basis. 

5.5.3 Councillor Claire Hammond felt that there may be an opportunity for the sports clubs in the village to share 
information and generally get together to discuss issues that they all face.  CH would take the action away. 

5.5.4 Chairman felt that the school could be used to promote open sessions and encouraged to participate.  DP 
would be happy to liaise to ensure parents were aware of events happening in the village. 

 
5.6 Friends of Yarningale Common – presentation sent by Ian Bowater, presented by Cllr Philip BIcknell 

Friends of Yarningale Common is a community volunteer group set up in February 2021 with the  
aim of :- 
• Maintaining the Common by arranging community volunteer days 
• Improving biodiversity by reducing dominant growth and encouraging native species 
• Liaising with the parish council to assist them to implement the Biodiversity Management Plan  
and budget other work. 
  
Since our group was formed, we have :- 
• Arranged regular well attended volunteer work sessions 
• Worked with the county ecologists to carefully manage improvements to woodland 
• Cleared large areas of laurel and holly 
• Maintained footpaths and replaced post and rail fencing 
• Recycled wood chippings to improve paths 
• Created dead hedges from cleared woodland 
• Planted native sapling trees provided by The Woodland Trust 
• Set up links with The Community Volunteer organisation, put in place insurance and banking 
• Liaised with the local Platinum Jubilee Committee to be part the national beacon ceremony  
• Built and installed a new Platinum Jubilee sign and notice board. 
Over the next twelve months, the group plans to; continue ground clearance, replanting with  
native sapling and maintaining all areas of the Common. In addition, the group aims to apply for  
community grants to purchase dedicated equipment. 
We will to continue our excellent relationship with the parish council and assist them to prioritise  
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funding and resources for essential maintenance and further Biodiversity Management work. 
5.6.1 A member of the public asked if the heather was flourishing.  PB responded that brambles had been removed 

across the top where it was being outcompeted and was doing well.  Much improvement had been seen 
during the past 12 months and it would be exciting to see what the next 20 years would bring.  ND agreed 
that the area had been transformed. 

5.6.2 CH asked how people could get more involved as it was not just the responsibility of those who lived in 
Yarningale to ensure its upkeep as the area was enjoyed by many from the village.  PB felt that information 
on how people could help, could be placed in the notice boards. 

 
5.7 Claverdon Gardening Club – Chris Duckworth 
5.7.1 The last presentation by the club had been in 2019.  There is a monthly newsletter with lots of news and they 

had held a plant sale raising £900.  £400 had gone to Stratford refuge and a further £500 to local charities.  
The club had enjoyed ann Autumn Show in 2021 and although there were no children’s activities, it felt that 
some normality had returned. 

5.7.2 The club has 73 members so felt that it had survived the pandemic quite well.  Membership is £10 and this 
included trips and speakers.   

5.7.3 The club is looking to replace 16 roadside planters during the upcoming winter and next spring and had 
requested some financial assistance from the PC to achieve this.   

5.7.4 The club continued with its planting of daffodils on the approaches and verges. A suitable area was being 
sought to see where best to have a wildflower area.  PB mentioned that Langley had stopped mowing during 
certain times to encourage wildlife.  The club were looking at how they could incorporate this. 

5.7.5 ND asked if there was capacity for a Q&A forum for other less green fingered parishioners to learn how to 
improve gardening skills.  CD said that they were not specialists but a group of like-minded people who were 
learning from each other and sharing expertise. 

5.7.6 CD would re-engage with DP at Claverdon School to see how they could work in partnership to improve areas 
at the school. 
 

5.8 Cricket Club - Vince Hammond  
5.8.1 VH reported that the season was now underway with sides fielded in Men’s, Women’s and Junior Cricket.  

Friday is juniors training and they had been lucky to become part of the ECB framework.  The All-Stars Cricket 
provide a first experience for children and the programme is designed to introduce them to the sport, 
teaching them new skills, helping them make new friends and have a great time doing so.  No money is 
received directly by the club.  This started 5 years ago and is still going well with children progressing to play 
for the Dynamos.  Both were busy and still had lots of interest.  They now have an U13 in the league and U16s 
who train but with no matches due to GCSE commitments. 

5.8.2 The Men play in Division 5 of the Cotswold Hills League and although numbers had caused some issues, 
following a recruitment drive had managed to bolster numbers.  The club understands that the game is a long 
day and needs real commitment as weekends are precious for families.  The club takes players from wherever 
they can. 

5.8.3 The new pavilion was now open and the club were working with the PC to see how to progress this further.   
5.8.4 The Jubilee Committee had approached the club to host a cricket match on Sunday 8th.  Everyone was 

welcome to go along and take a picnic. A licenced bar and bbq would also be available.  
5.8.5 CH added that the ladies team train on Wednesdays and had started playing ECB softball but were now 

competing with a hardball and looking how to develop going forward.  One of the younger age group would 
be transitioning into the ladies league. A member of the public asked if they were local.  The club would like 
to be more local but most of the side had a connection to the village.  It was acknowledged that organising 
80-100 juniors was testament to the coaches and thanked them for their hard work.  DG felt that events such 
as the jubilee cricket match would help to encourage local people to join in but that we shouldn’t lose sight 
of the support to the community that those from outside the village bring i.e. coaching and that they support 
local businesses as well as using the local school, village halls, pubs and the shop.  CH added that lots of those 
who don’t live here, still feel a part of this community and it is something we welcome.  Claverdon provides 
assets that places like Henley no longer offer for example a youth cricket team. 
  

5.9 Claverdon Community Shop  - Stuart Leonard  
5.9.1 Thanks to C Markham,  SL has taken over a healthy set of figures which is testament to the volunteers working 

and keeping the shop open during the lockdown. The shop tries, where possible to source locally, Henley 
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Bakery supplied them daily and people come in especially.  There was a small cash profit but inflation may 
have an impact on figures later in the year.  The shop is always looking for a range of volunteers with different 
skill sets but were managing to keep the shop open 5 days a week. Around 20 volunteers, using a mixture of 
regular and ad hoc would take the pressure off. 
 

5.10 General Issues / Questions from the floor 
5.10.1 A member of the public asked why the merger between Warwick and Stratford District Council had not 

happened.  HS responded that WDC had a large debt and that Stratford DC had not been willing to take on 
the extra responsibility.  PB stated that the website had stated that there had been issues with the due 
diligence.   ND would raise with Peter Richards. 

5.10.2 A question was asked about old notices being removed from the notice boards and that agendas need to be 
posted so that parishioners can prepare.  The Parish Clerk apologised and would ensure that notice boards 
were kept up to date. 

5.10.3 It was noted from the previous PC minutes that the Pavilion would be used for future PC meetings and a 
member of the public felt that due to mobility issues and lack of lighting, this would be an issue with attending.  
The Chairman reassured everyone that there was some parking available by the Pavilion and it would only be 
used during the summer months when lighting wouldn’t be an issue.  The PC were looking to utilise the asset 
whilst being mindful of what it could be used for. 

5.10.4 The Parish Clerk said that in light of the fact that between 1-7 June it was National Volunteers Week, it was a 
good time to recognise the fantastic contribution that volunteers make to our communities and say a big 
thank you to all of them.  

5.10.5 A member of the public thanked the PC for all that they do. 
 

6 With no further questions, The Chairman Nick Dargan ended the meeting, thanking everyone for attending and 
sharing the remarkable achievements of their groups.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


